
























Long, low-set ears, or those set far back on the skull (Fig. 11), ruin the 
expression in that they result in a soulful "Spaniel look.'' This is the 
antithesis of the pert and lively expression desired. Ears of this type are 
frequently accompanied by loose and pendulous skin about the mouth, 
which is definitely undesirable. 

• 

FIGURE 11 

Incorrect 

Spaniel-type ear 

SKULL: "The skull is slightly rounded, allowing for a round and forward 

looking eye." 

STOP: "The stop is slightly accentuated." 

MUZZLE: "A properly balanced head is three parts muzzle to five parts 

skull, measured from the nose to the stop and from the stop to the 

occiput. A line drawn between the outside corners of the eyes and to 

the nose will create a near equilateral triangle. There is a slight degree 

of chiseling under the eyes, but not so much as to result in a weak 01·

snipey foreface. The lower jaw is strong." 

DISCUSSION 

Looking from above, we see the Bichon Frise head with the triangle 
superimposed (Fig. 12). In order to accomplish this balance, the skull 
must be wide enough and rounded enough to accommodate good-sized, for
ward-looking eyes with adequate space between them (refer to Fig. 9). 
Without the required width of skull and convex shape we are apt to find close
set eyes or almond shaped eyes that are placed to the sides of the head. 
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